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M E D I A   R E L E A S E 

 
Celebrities who have been homeless show it should not define you. 

 
The list of famous faces who have been homeless challenges the idea that homelessness is something 
that only happens to some people.  
 
Here are some celebrities who have experienced homelessness in their lives: 
 

• Sylvester Stallone spent three weeks living at a bus station 
• Kelly Clarkson lived in her car after her apartment burnt down 
• Daniel Craig used to sleep on park benches in between shifts of waiting tables 
• Halle Berry hopped between a homeless shelter and YMCA looking for a job 
• Dr Phil spent part of his childhood living out of his father’s car 
• William Shatner lived out of his car for several months after his divorce 
• Steve Jobs spent his early 20s hoping between couches 
• Jim Carrey found himself homeless at 12, when his dad lost his job 

 
Unfortunately, in 2020- 2021 more than 278,000 Australians sought help from Specialist Homelessness 
Services. 
 
And this has been accelerated by an Australia wide rental housing shortage, the increasing cost of 
housing, natural disasters and COVID all playing a part. 
 
However, the list of celebrities who have experienced homelessness and then went on to great careers, 
shows us that homelessness should not define you. 
 
This is the view of Hume Housing CEO Nicola Lemon; “One of Hume’s principles is to view 
homelessness as an experience not an identity. Homelessness is not something that should define who 
you are as a person. 
 
“With stable housing, and the right support, at Hume Housing we have seen thousands of our customers 
turn their lives around.” Lemon said.  
 
In 2021, Hume launched Together Home, a specialist program providing people who have experienced 
long term homelessness, with housing and support services. After eighteen months, the team at Hume 
has achieved amazing results with the program, with a 96% success rate. With only three people leaving 
the program, to travel overseas, interstate and to move back with their parents.  

 
Together Home supports people like our customer, Jessica, whose spiraling drug addiction took her 
from a life as a successful real estate agent to living homeless on the streets of Liverpool in Sydney’s 
Southwest.    
 
 “Having a safe place to go to is the most important thing in life and that is something you never have 
when you sleep rough and are living with addiction. It’s a wicked cycle and for me having a home helped 
break that pattern,” Jessica said.   
 
Creating opportunities for people to prosper, Hume Community Housing is a profit for purpose charity, 
providing homes and services to more than 9,000 customers across New South Wales. Housing 1 in 



  

  

every 1000 NSW residents. Hume builds new properties, manage tenancies for owners, and provide 
services and support to secure and maintain their rental tenancy.  

“We believe that having a safe, secure and affordable home is a human right and an important first step 
to building a stable and prosperous future,” said Lemon. 

With Westpac estimating most Australians having savings of $3,000 or under, life events or job loss 
means they are only a pay packet away from severe financial distress, and for some that means 
homelessness.  
 
Although being a successful actor like Daniel Craig or entrepreneur like Steve Jobs may help you get back 
on your feet, most Australians who find themselves homeless, need a helping hand from Community 
Housing organisations like Hume. 
 
“That’s why in Homelessness Week, we call on the NSW Government to fund more social and affordable 
housing to address this growing need,” said Nicola Lemon. 

 
*** END *** 
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